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elcome to the first special issue of Dignity.  
Freedom from Sexploitation (Dignity, Vol 2, Issue 3) is co-edited by Lisa 
L. Thompson, the vice-president for education and outreach at the Na-
tional Center on Sexual Exploitation, and myself, Donna M. Hughes, editor-in-
chief of Dignity.  
The 12 articles and videos in this special issue are from presentations made at 
a national briefing held on March 20, 2017, at the U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC. 
The event was organized by the National Center on Sexual Exploitation. 
The articles on types of sexual exploitation, such as pornography and sex traf-
ficking, and their connectivity were presented by academic scholars, lawyers, ser-
vice providers, and community advocates. They address how these forms of exploi-
tation can be combatted through new U.S. federal policies and legislation. The final 
article in this special issue is a set of law and policy recommendations for federal 
legislators and policy makers. 
Videos are a new feature in this issue of Dignity. Streaming videos of the paper 
presentations at the briefing are available on the title page of each article on the 
Dignity site (http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/dignity). Links to the videos are also 
included on the article’s cover page.  
In the future, I hope to include more videos of presentations, performances, 
and interviews. Videos may be used to introduce the content of papers and the au-
thor(s) of the article. The videos may also illustrate research methods and findings, 
and provide background context for the article. If you have an idea for how video 
could be used to document experiences, programs, services, or research, please 
contact me at dignityjournal@gmail.com.  
Another milestone for Dignity is its acceptance and indexing in the Directory 
of Open Access Journals (https://doaj.org/). For inclusion in the directory, a jour-
nal must meet high professional standards for quality, transparency, open access, 
and peer-review. It is an important professional credential that will enable Dignity 
to apply for further indexing and abstracting of its content.  
We’ve accomplished a lot in the first four issues of Dignity. Each issue has bro-
ken new ground with features, content, and new insights and findings. Our original 
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system of acknowledged peer review has attracted attention. This month (July 17, 
2017), I contributed to a Scholastica examination of democratizing academic jour-
nals with a focus on peer-reviewed journals. “Dignity: A Self-Starter Scholarly 
Journal Story” is published here (http://blog.scholasticahq.com/post/dignity-
self-starter-journal/). 
Shortly after this special issue of Dignity, we will start publishing the next reg-
ular issue (Vol 2, Issue 4). We have interesting and insightful articles, interviews, 
and reviews in the final stages of editing.  
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